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While the subject of biodiversity prospecting
is gaining Increasing recognition in  both
developed and developing countries, it is unde-
niable that in practical terms this recognition
poses much greater challenges for developing
countries, in general, and for culture collection
managers in particular. The Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity has critically changed the condi-
tions regarding “‘rcgulations” relating to access to
in sity bloresources as well as ex sim bio-
resources, traditionally known as  culture
collections.

Several microorganisms, including mush-
room cultures, have been found not only to pro-
duce valuable bioactive compounds and serve as
the source of genes with specific genetic traits of
potential value, but also to provide a chemical
blueprint that provides lead information for
developing useful synthetic compounds, through
combinatorial chemistry. Furthermore, increasing
public concern regarding genctically modified or-
ganisms necessitates the sctting up of a more rigid
regulatory framework to ensure safety.

Consequently, the exchange of biological
materials, including mushroom cultures, is sub-
Jject to an increasingly larger number of regula-
tory systems, both at the national and interna-
tional levels. Several developing countrics with
rich genetic resources have begun 1o tssue or draft
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rules and regulations regarding access to bio-
resources and sharing of potential benefits. While
governments undertake most of these new initia-
tives, it is in fact the private sectors that scem o
play a more active and leading role in bi-
oprospecting, including generation of valuable
genetic and molecular information and databascs.

Therefore, there is a nced for stronger net-
working that is flexible enough to weather these
new challenges, in order to make maximum use
of new opportunities for greater collaboration be-
tween developing and developed countries and
between the public and private sectors. Specifi-
cally. the most important and urgent issue that
nceds serious consideration is the development of
a process or mechanism for harmonization of
various national and global regulatory frame-
works for effective and smooth exchange of bio-
rcsource materials between culture collections,
including private collections. In so deing, duc
consideration should be given to the development
of innovations for distributing potential benefits
to bioresource providers when considering the is-
sucs of intellectual property rights. In the end,
culture collections, or as they are increasingly re-
terred to, bioresource centers, can truly and right-
fully serve as intermediaries between biorcsource
providers and bioresource users,
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